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University of Minnesota, Morris 
Scholastic Committee 
Minutes #14, April 15, 2003 
 
The Scholastic Committee met on April 15 at 3:45 in the Behmler Conference Room.  The final meeting 
will be held on April 29.  Committee members should be prepared to stay until business is concluded. 
 
Members present:  W. Cox, S. Gashaw, R. Heyman, K. Klinger (coordinator), N. McPhee, B. McQuarrie, 
L. Meek (chair), J. Mullin, R.Richards, K. Sharp, R. Thielke, M.Uttke 
 
1.  Minutes: The March 25 minutes were approved as amended. 
 
2. Petitions: The following actions were taken: 
 
#1095—Waive the second term of the quarter College Writing requirement based on hardship and 
meeting the spirit of the requirement.  Approved. 
 
#1097-- Allow the student to re-take Chem 2301 Organic Chemistry I, in which she received a C  
Approved. 
 
#1098-- Waive the foreign language requirement based on difficulty with language learning and hardship.  
Tabled. 
  
#1099-- Waive the Humanities requirement of the GER based on a directed study and research.  
Approved. 
 
3. Advanced Placement (AP) revisited: 
 
High schools often offer college courses to able students through the Advanced Placement (AP) program. 
AP exams are given as a common measure of student performance, and AP credit is recognized in 2900 
colleges. AP operates under the direction of the College Board. 
 
Given the many questions that were raised about CLEP and Advanced Placement (AP) at the March 25th 
meeting, K. Klinger provided a comparative chart of credit awards, showing the recommendation from 
the College Board, the number of credits awarded by the Twin Cities colleges, and the number of credits 
awarded by UMM.  She also reviewed the guidelines based on national recommendations and University 
of MN guidelines:   
 All-University policy sets 3 as the minimum score for credit awards. 
If the AP exam is college level but is not equivalent to a specific course, blanket credits are 
awarded. If the AP course is similar to a UMM course, credit is given under that course number. 
Differential credit may be offered only when a higher score represents coverage of more material, 
such as in sequential courses (science, math). 
AP credits are considered transfer credits. 
 AP credits should be allowed in the GER. 
Discipline faculty determine the use of AP credits in the major.  Consistency across similar 
disciplines is encouraged.  When awards differ, negotiation between the Scholastic Committee 
and the disciplines may be necessary. 
Members looked for inconsistencies in the credit awards as indicated on the comparative chart.  For 
example,  
UMM awards 2 credits for AP Computer Science A and 4 credits for Computer Science AB.  In 
contrast, UM offers 4 and 8 credits, while the College Board recommends 3-4 and 6-8 credits, 
respectively.  N. McPhee of the Computer Science discipline explained that material covered in UMM’s 
Computer Science curriculum varies significantly from that covered in the AP exams. 
The History discipline does not allow AP exam credits in US or European History to apply to the 
History major.  W. Cox of the History discipline will ask his colleagues to reconsider whether European 
History can be considered equivalent to a UMM  History course or whether it could count as a History 
elective.  Since the credit awards nationally and at UM are held to 6 credits, he will also ask whether these 
exams are equivalent to one UMM course or two.  This may mean that we reduce the credit awards from 
8 to 4 credits. 
In most instances, if an AP exam is judged by the faculty to be equivalent to a specific UMM 
course, UMM will award the number of credits given for completing the course.  The Committee was 
supported this guideline.  Thus, though the College Board recommends 3 credits each for Macro and 
Micro Economics, UMM will award 4 credits each, since UMM’s courses are 4 credit courses.  Similarly, 
if the College Board recommends higher awards, but an AP exam is found to be equivalent to a single 
UMM course with fewer credits, the number of credits for the equivalent course is awarded.  Klinger will 
raise the question with the Math discipline whether the credit award for Calculus BC, equivalent to Math 
1101 at a level 3 pass, should be reduced from 10 credits to 5. 
It also was noted that Biology does not allow AP Biology credits to count in the major and that 
the French and Spanish Literature credit awards are not consistent across languages.  
 
At our final meeting, we will continue the discussion of AP, postponing the discussion of CLEP until next 
fall.   
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
